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The Unhappinef of being Wife too late. 


The Ballance of Trade,which was againft France before, muft now turn againft us, the. 
Articles of the Treaty of Commerce being not made Effectual. a 


If the French Manufattures were as good as ours, and cheaper, what need was there to 
lay fo many high Daties and Prohibitions upon ours to keep them out? 


The French King, in taking off the faid high Duties, ruins all his own Manufactures. 
What our People would have mae Soo Duties of French Goods had been taken off’ here, 


as the high Duties ow Engli 


Goods are in France. 
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T was ever efteemed an Unhappinefs, efpecially 
in Matters. of Moment, to be Wife too late ; 
and altho’ what this Paper fhall now publith 
tends: only to convict the Judgménts of Men, 

after the Debate is for the prefent over, and may there- 
fore feem to aim ‘only at making People, as above, 
Wife TOO LATE; yct as this is a Matter,which muft 
by the Nature of the thing come upon the Stagé of the 
‘World again, it ‘will be needful to let the Deluded 
People fee,what it is they have loft, that future Mi- 
flakes of tlie like kind may not be fallen into 


again, 


Much has been faid in Difcourfing on this Subject, 
about the Ballante of rhe French Trade being againft 
England: That the Ballance formerly’ was againft 
England, has been ‘Difputed, and that with good 
Reafon ; the contrary in many Particulars evidently 
appearing: But that the Ballance will be againft Eng- 
land NOW, is too evident; for it is impoflible to be 
otherwife, the nature of the Trade will nor permit it 
to be otherwife:’ The French will bring in great Quan- 
tities of their Goods here, of which fome will always 
be confum’d at home, what Price foever they coft; and 
all that we want for Re-exportation, whether to our 
own Colonies or* other Parts, will go abroad, drawing 
back the high Duties, which, as it is alledged, are to 
hinder our Trading in them. So that ftill all our Fo- 
reign Commerce, fo far as thefe. kind of Goods are 


Demanded, will be French. 


Againft this, ic is Demanded, how muft Payment be 
made ; all our Trade-to France is in fome ref{pe& Pro- 
hibited, as has been fhewn by.the Edi& of 1701. pub- 
lithed MERC ATOR, (No. 13.) and what is not 
Prohibited is loaded with fuch high Duties, as are al- 


~ 


moft equal to a Prohibition: We have been told,rhat: 
we pay for all the Goods we buy in France iat fea 
Money : Whether we did or no BEFOR be ‘de~: 
bated another time, but it is evident,t fhall 
buy NOW; the Articles niot beingxmade mutt 
be paid for with Money, or not oo for at all ; far’ 
the French will take nothing of us. So! that they” 
having formerly fhut the Door of Commerce sank 
they 


England, we have bolted it now on'the wrong 
and will not fuffer them to open it again, altho 
are willing to do it. | ot yoqea 
; Win GF 

If the Ballance of Trade by this means runs againft’ 
Britain, which before always ran again{ft Prance, we’ 
cannot blame theffi, but muft blame ourfelyes, who° 
have been willing to have it fo, and have fo bleided 
our Party-Interefts with out Trading-Intereft, a$ ‘to - 
ruin the one in order to carry on the orhéer, © § § > 


The Objeétion, upon which all this Matter: feem’d’ 
to turn, has been, that the French have NOW all kinds® 
of Woollen Manufactures of their own making, and 
have no need of our Trade: This is ‘carryed fuch a 
length by fome, that they infift, chat the’ French take’ 
all the forts of our Woollen Manufa&tures as good as. 
the Englifh, and much Cheaper than they can ‘be madé! 


w 


here ; that they are able not only to’ fupply themfelves* 


but other Countries, nay, all Countriés, fays one Au-* 
thor; and Britain too, fays another Author: But it | 
would be ask’d of thefe warm people Why then do 

xclude, Prohibir or ' 


as an - 
Ediét or Arreft du Coniél, and much more, and other | 


Prohibitions would be needlefs. 
But 
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OT ELS ‘eS >, Bot, whetevet we are pleafed to fay, the French know 
oS ee \ better:aixl as they have good Reafon to be moft fen- 
fiile of the Defects of their own Manbfactures, fo 


they are: very area keep, thet ilifh Goods out, 
. eannefs of the 


that thegGoodne’s of one again the ) 

othe fey not ‘be difoverd by the. Trade itfelf: No- 
thing can Bea moréwindeniable Proof of the Miftake 
of thofe Pédplegwho talk fo warmly of the Goodnefs 


and Cheapnefs of the French Manufactures, than the 


French King laying fuch repeated Burthens ue Leary 


Englith Goods; and after this was done and feveral 
Times encreafed, yet when the Manufacturers there 
found, that notwithfianding thy fe hight DutieSiand Bur- 
thens, the Englifh ads edd Qild .be bought By their 
People, whatever they coft, being recommended fo 
effectually by their own Worth and Goodnefs, that all the 
French could do in the meer wa 
of no Signification to it; They Petitioned the French 
King to grant a Total Prohibition of Woollen Manu- 
_ fadtures, which he did: And:this was all done duting 
& Time of Peace; fo chat the War is not the Reafon of 
this Cafe, but the meer nature of the Trade ; and itis 
eafie-to be difcovered, that it had been to fmall Pur- 

ofe to go about making Woollen Manufactures in 

rance, if the Englifh Woollen Manufactures were tiot 
effectually Prohibited. | 


Thefe things may be helpful ro enlighten our Com- 
mon People in the Matter of the Treaty of Commerce 
with Brance ;. letting them fee,that there is. no way fo 
Effeétual to the Difcouraging the making Woollen Ma- 
nufaétures in France, as the opening a way for the Im- 

ortarion of; Englifh Woollen ..Manufaétures into that 
Tasicn, free from.the.Burthens laid, upon them 6 
the former Ediéts of the French King: For if thofe hig 
Duties were lajdon.iv France for. the Encouragement 
of the French Manufa¢tures, as there is no room to 
queflion; and* that without thofe Encouragements the 
Manufaétures in France could not have rifen to. any 
confiderable highth, as is clearly proved ; it will necef- 
firily follow; that the 6pening a way tor the bringrng 
the Englith Woollen Manufactures into France again, 
free from the faid high Burthens and Duties, will difcou- 
rage the aid Manutfaétures again, and will, nay mutt 

laft Ruin and Deftroy them. , 


4 yrre 


it has been umaptaued wholly to the Advantage of her 


1664; Terms on which, had they always beer admitted, 
the Improvements,which as above the French are faid 
t Baas made, had) never, been brought to any confide- 
rable highth in that Country. 7 


-Wonld thefe People turn the Tables, and make this 
Cafe their own, What, miay we fuppofe they would fay 
if the Queen of Great Britain had, in her Majefty’s Irea- 
iden the tins confented to take off the. high Duties 


id on the Importation of thofe French Manufactures, 


__whichour People have been encouraged by thofe high 

Duties to. make here, and given Permitlion by this new 
Treaty to the French to Import the faid Goods upon 
the low Duties,which the fame Goods paid here before 
the. Year 1664? “FOR, EXAMPLE; Should the Duties 
on. French Alamodes and Luftrings have been reduced 
to 6s. per]. which they. paid before the War, infcad 


el . od ed 
————— _ 


' fuppofe the Diftillers-of Cori’ and Mellaffes, ‘the 


of Trade wotld“be — 





of 315. #14 10d. which they are to pay now; fhould 
the Duties on French Brandy,which by this Treaty is to - 
remain at above 511. per Ton, have been reduced to 

os. as it was before the Revolution; May we not 
Wea- 
vers.of Alamodes.and Luftrings, and the Dealers under 
them all, would: fave made Reprefentarions and Com- 
ea of their Trade being ruin’d and given up to the 

rench, their Families impoverilh’d, Cc. like as we 
find the French Merchants and Manufaéturers in France 
have done on their fide to their King, and for which we 
muft acknowledge they have very good Reafon ? 


Fe Sie i Bee og 


3 Forith¢ Frevich Kind lint given tip, in this Treaty, all 


Woollen Manufactures 


thofe high Duties = our 
ict of 1701, and others, to the 


mentioned in the E 


Queen ‘cf England ; which, in the Preambles to the 


Edi&t and Arrefts,by which they were laid, were decla- 
red to be laid upon them for the Encouragement of the 
Fnduftry of his own People, and for the preventing the 
Englifh Goods from coming in there to the Difadvan- 
tage of the Manufactures of his Subjects ; facrificing all 
the Enterprizes and Attempts of his People in carrying 
oy their own Manufaétures to the Exigence of his At- 
fairs, and to the Neceffity. he was under of making 
Peace with his Enemies: He may truly be faid to have 
fold thé Commerce of thé French Natioi toits antiem 
Enemies the Englifh, the contrary to which is unjuftly 
alledged ‘here ; and were the French’ a.Natiori endowed 


_ with Privileges as the Englith are, and-that had a Nega- 


tive Voice upon any.of the Tranfa&tions of their Kings, 
it might very well be expected fiom them, that the 
fhould have refufed to make Effechual the FKighth ‘and 
Ninth Articles of the Treaty, as what would be deftru- 
tive to their Manufactures, -arid'a Ruin to their Trade : 
but it is fo much the more wondetful to, them, that it 
fhould be fo. here. , 


Her Majefly, on the. other hand, Has fo, cffeétually fe- 
curd to her Subjeéts all the Advantages of the French 
Trade, thatthe has not-only obtain'd the Revocation of 
all that the King of France had been doing for 50 Years 
for the Encouragement of his Subjects in the Woollen 
Manufaéture, by which fhe gives her own People.a full 
Opportunity to extend their Trade into all pitts 6f 
France with Advantage ; but, on the contrary, has con- 
tinued ‘upon, the French Importations hither, all thofe 
Inequalities and extraordinary Duties,which were. need- 
ful to exclude them from. any prejudical Excefles in 
England to the Difadvantage of her own People: By, 
both which the Ballance of that Trade is effectually (- 
curd to be on the Englifh fide, and we are in a fair, 
way to recover all the Injury done to our Commerce by 
the late imprudent Prohibitions, sical . 


The next MERCATOR. thall lay,open to our View 
how the, Difference. ftands. in our Exportations to 
France ; (Viz.) what high Duties thofe few Goods we 
may Import there, muft pay in France; and what low 
Duties they would have'paid, if the Eighth‘and Ninth 
Articles had been made Effectual: And as by this it 
will appear, how the Ballance of Trade is like to be 
now, and how it would have been if the Trade had been 
opened; fo every Trading Town and County in Britain 
{hall fee, as we proceed, what they fuffer by it, and 
what they might have gain’d had it been otherwife : 
By which they will know,who had. moft reafon to re- 


joyce at the Treary not being made Effeétual, the Eng- 


lifh or the French, ‘ 





ERRATA in the Lo. 


Col. 2. line 17. tor they were confin’d read the faid two 
Species of Manufatlures were confin’d. Col. 3. tine 43. 
for the Dordome read Dordonne. Col. 4. line 44. for 
Navigable read Navigation. 
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